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is one State or group of States, whose political con-
dition deserves particular attention. This is Switzer-
land, a country to which the student of politics may
always look with advantage for the latest forms and
results of democratic experiment. About forty years
ago, just when Mr. Grote was giving to the world
the earliest volumes of his " History of Greece," he
published " Seven Letters on the recent Politics of
Switzerland,'7 explaining that his interest in the Swiss
Cantons arose from their presenting " a certain analogy
nowhere else to be found in Europe77 to the ancient
Greek States. Now, if Grote had one object more
than another at heart in writing his History, it was to
show, by the example of the Athenian democracy,
that wide popular governments, so far from meriting
the reproach of fickleness, are sometimes characterised
by the utmost tenacity of attachment, and will follow
the counsels of a wise leader, like Pericles, at the cost
of any amount of suffering, and may even be led by
an unwise leader, like Nicias, to the very verge of
destruction. But he had the acuteness to discern in
Switzerland the particular democratic institution,
which was likely to tempt democracies into dispensing
with prudent and independent direction. He speaks
with the strongest disapproval of a provision in the
Constitution of Lucerne, by which all laws, passed
by the Legislative Council, were to be submitted for
veto or sanction to the vote of the people throughout